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Role and contribution of the
forest-based sector in Europe

Today’s European forest-based sector:

» Is an important sector, delivering 8 % of EU
manufacturing added value (550-600 bill. EUR)

» Comprises a renewable and continuously expanding
forest resource covering one third of Europe’s land
area.

> Incorporates some 16 million forest owners and
provides near 4 million jobs in industry, to a large
extent in rural areas and in SMEs.

Enjoys global technological leadership and occupies
a leading research position at international level.
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Media in Europe
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Origin of packaging materials in Europe

Composites

0,1 % Other 0,3 %

Metals 6,9 %
Glass 21,7 %
Wood 13,7 %

Plastic 16,7 %

Paper and
board 40,6 %

Source: European Commission statistics 2003 ;
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The consumption of wood products in
different areas
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Threat: Cheap raw materials

Brasil

Competitiveness is important!
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Veracel ten years ago




Veracel Today




Threat: Cheap labour

Europe
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Demand Growth for Paper and Paperboard
2000-2015

Demand growth %/a

Source: Jaakko Poyry
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Threat: Highly leveraged new actors
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The way forward

Europe is a global leader today. To meet future
challenges the European forest-based sector has to:

» Continue to improve products and processes
based on existing technologies

» Introduce higher value-added products and
services partly based on new technologies and

other emerging opportunities.
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Intelligent forest-based products -
applications: Intelligent packaging
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ThermoWood® - properties

Improved durability
against decay

ey Reduced thermal
Reduced equilibrium o
: conductivity
moisture content
Consistent colour Resin
through the piece removed
Improved Slightly reduced Reduced
dimensional stability bending strength splitting stren}g}h
Forest-Based Sector

November 9, 14

lechnology Platform
2005



Sterilising the food in a paper package

Retorting = In-container sterilisation
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Paper is hyper-linked and speaks digital !

OK, I will try
this free version

Get this whole| to see.

article in pdf
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Gene technology
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Climate change

photosyntesis
production of end-use of
biomass conversion products
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Developing the sector

> Strengthening competitiveness.

> Strengthening position as the global technology
leader.

Mitigating climate change, improving water
quality, retaining biodiversity.

Fullfilling many social needs in a modern society

> Creating a more efficient research structures.

November 9, e Forest-Based Sector W
2005



Vision for 2030

» The European forest-based sector plays a key
role in a sustainable society

» It comprises a competitive, knowledge-based
industry that fosters the extended use of
renewable forest resources

» It contributes significantly to a bio-based,
customer-driven and globally competitive
European economy
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FTP’s activities towards the vision

» The Strategic Research Agenda $SRA) sets out
research priorities of the sector for the medium to
long-term

Mobilizing the private and public investments for the
implementation of the SRA.

» Promoting structural measures in order to increase
the efficiency of the carry-through of the SRA

» Identifying challenges and actions related to
education and training to secure high-skilled work
force to the sector.

» Raising public awareness and enhancing dialogue
with the stakeholders.
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